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The Spanish-American War
It is important to comprehend that the Spanish-American war started on 25 April 1898 and ended on 12 August 1898. It is evident that the war lasted for three months and two weeks. Notably, it was not a monumental war, as it included a few battles and the United States had an easy time of it. In particular, Spain declared war on the United States because the U.S. supported the desires of Cuba to be independent of Spanish rule. In spite of the fact that the U.S. president wanted to avoid the war, both public, as well as political influence and the U.S. Navy ship sinking off the coast of Cuba, contributed to the decision to go to war (Gay & Gay, 1995). The aforementioned war began because Spain rejected the U.S. ultimatum to surrender its Cuba control. With that said, it is clear that the Spanish-American war is considered both weird and significant.
To begin with, the war mentioned above is regarded as weird because it was not planned. Specifically, the Spanish-American war lasted for three months showing that it was a disturbing way used by the U.S. to gain power. On the same note, the preceding war is considered significant because it led to various outcomes. Notably, the war is regarded as a critical turning point in the history of both antagonists (Krenn, 2014). First, the war played a vital part in setting a substantial stage for the U.S. to become a great world power. In this case, the U.S. victory in the Spanish-American War led to a peace treaty that obligated the Spanish to relinquish arrogates on Cuba as well as to cede sovereignty over the Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico to the U.S. What is more, the U.S. annexed the independent state of Hawaii during the preceding conflict. Research indicates that Spain was once regarded the most powerful colonial nation across the globe; however, lost its substantial control after Cuba was declared independent. It is through the preceding war that the U.S. earned the title of being a super power country. In simple terms, the facts mentioned above lead to the U.S. becoming super power country in the world. 
Cuba prefers the term Spanish-Cuba-North-America war to Spanish-American war because of different reasons. To begin with, Cuba began battling with Spain since 1895 for their independence. This happened before the U.S. arrived at the war in 1898. Specifically, this was wise of the U.S. because the Cubans had the war almost won. The war was recognized as Guerra Hispano-Cubano-North-Americana in the time when the U.S. entered the war. Therefore, Cubans prefer the term Spanish-Cuba-North America war for credit that they took part in the success of the war (Krenn, 2014). On the same note, Cuba was involved in the Spanish-American war and Cubans feel that it is prudent Cuba to be included in the aforementioned title. Therefore, they prefer Cuba to be inserted into the title to give them credit. However, some individuals argue that the term Spanish-American war is effective because it is more descriptive and concise. Moreover, the U.S. fought the entire Spanish Empire taking advantage of internecine conflicts. Precisely, the U.S. was against Spain as well as took home Guam, Puerto Rico, Philippines, and Cuba. 
The term American Empire relates to the cultural, political, military, as well as economic influence of the United States. The idea of American Empire was popularized after the Spanish-American war of 1898 (Kopacz, 2015). With that said, the aforementioned empire is considered different from that established by the great European powers, such as England, France, German, as well as Russia. Different from other empires, the American Empire did not go against the precepts of freedom as well as democracy upon which the countries such as Puerto Rico and Cuba were founded. In simple terms, the American Empire advocated for peace as well as freedom for the independent countries as opposed to other empires, such as Germany, England, and Russia. In particular, this demonstrates that the American Empire was for peace the reason why it won the fight over the Spanish Empire.
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